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to get a declaration from the clergy that he was free to
marry Anne, and he had only a few months in which to get
it. He bullied Convocation, and only Fisher stood out
against him. So in April 1533, that he might be out of the
way during the divorce of Catherine and marriage to Anne,
Fisher was arrested and sent to the Tower, " which is a very
strange thing," wrote the Ambassador of Charles V, " as he
is the most holy and learned prelate in Christendom."
After the coronation of the new Queen, he was released, in
June. In July the Pope annulled everything that Cranmer
had done, and issued his censure against the King and the
new Queen. Fisher, according to the letters of the Imperial
Ambassador, wanted the Emperor Charles to take up his
niece's cause. Catherine, too, was convinced that if Pope
and Emperor acted firmly, Henry and the Boleyn party
could be brought to reason. Most of the English, said the
Ambassador, were of the same opinion as the Bishop of
Rochester, and were only afraid the Emperor would not
listen. In the same way were appeals to be made a hundred
and fifty years later, by those who hated James II, to bring
a nephew in at the head of an army. Unlike those who
invited over William of Orange, Fisher was a prominent
theologian, consistent and logical, and his obedience to the
King was ultimately a conditional obedience owed by a
Christian man to a Christian King, but no longer owed if
the King should violate his coronation oaths, and become
the oppressor instead of the protector of religion. Charles
did not act. He had his hands full with the Lutheran
Princes in Germany, and the Turks and the French King
on his frontiers, and Henry and Cromwell went forward
with their policy of making the King supreme over the
Church. An attempt was made at the end of 1533 to
involve Fisher with the Holy Maid of Kent, an ecstatic
who was prophesying evil to come to the King. She was
executed with the priests around her, but Fisher was able
to show that he had neither encouraged nor concealed her
sayings. He was very ill throughout this winter, and only
anxious to withdraw from the public scene.
It was in the April of 1534 that he was summoned to take
the oath recognising Anne's children as successors to the
throne, an oath in which the King's new claims to ecclesi-
astical supremacy were inserted. Fisher left Rochester for
the last time, with little expectation of ever seeing it again.
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